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MEETING SCHEDULE
Sunday, October 25

START (PT) END (PT) SESSION CHAIR(S) IN PERSON LOCATION

3:00 pm 6:00 pm

NEUROPATHOLOGY & 
DATA CORE WORKSHOP

(in person access denoted with a brain
icon on badge, open to all virtually)

Kate Rankin, PhD
Margaret E. Flanagan, MD Grand 1

Monday, October 26
START (PT) END (PT) SESSION CHAIR(S) IN PERSON LOCATION

7:00 am 8:00 am BREAKFAST WITH CORE NETWORKING — Fifth Avenue

7:00 am 8:00 am ADMINISTRATORS MEETING
(invite only; hybrid) — Grand 1

8:00 am 9:45 am DIRECTORS SESSION, PART 1 Sudha Seshadri, MD Grand 2 & 3

9:45 am 10:30 am NETWORKING BREAK — Grand Foyer

10:30 am 12:00 pm DIRECTORS SESSION, PART 2 Sudha Seshadri, MD Grand 2 & 3

12:00 pm 2:00 pm LUNCH — On Own

12:15 pm 1:45 pm DIRECTORS STRATEGY MEETING
(in person only, invite denoted with a megaphone on badge) — Grand 1

2:00 pm 3:30 pm ORE CORE SESSION Annalise Rahman-Filipiak, PhD
Jaime Perales Puchalt, PhD Grand 2 & 3

3:30 pm 4:00 pm NETWORKING BREAK — Grand Foyer

4:00 pm 5:00 pm ADVANCING THE NETWORK: OPPORTUNITIES, 
SCIENCE, AND COLLABORATION WITH NACC Kari Stephens, PhD Grand 2 & 3

6:00 pm 8:00 pm CENTERS' RECEPTION
(all in person attendees are welcome) Alzheimer's Association Washington Athletic 

Club, Crystal Ballroom

Tuesday, October 27
START (PT) END (PT) SESSION CHAIR(S) IN PERSON LOCATION

7:00 am 8:00 am BREAKFAST WITH ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS — Fifth Avenue

8:00 am 9:30 am NEUROPATHOLOGY CORE SESSION Margaret E. Flanagan, MD Grand 2 & 3

9:30 am 10:15 am NETWORKING BREAK — Grand Foyer

10:15 am 11:45 am DATA CORE SESSION Ana Capuano, PhD Grand 2 & 3

11:45 am 1:15 pm LUNCH — On Own

12:00 pm 1:30 pm NACC STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
(invite only; hybrid) — Grand 1

1:15 pm 3:00 pm REC POSTER SESSION
(in person only) Tatjana Rundek, MD, PhD Cascade

3:00 pm 4:00 pm CLARiTI SESSION Sterling Johnson, PhD
Beth Mormino, PhD Grand 2 & 3

Wednesday, October 28
START (PT) END (PT) SESSION CHAIR(S) IN PERSON LOCATION

9:00 am 11:00 am VIRTUAL REC POSTER SESSION
(virtual only) Tatjana Rundek, MD, PhD —
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Sunday, October 25

Neuropathology Core and Data Core Workshop 3:00 - 6:00 pm PT

Planned together by the NACC Data and Neuropathology Core Steering Committees, this workshop will address current issues at the 
intersection of data management/biostatistics and neuropathology.  During the first half, we will look at breaking trends in neuropathology 
data management with a focus on comparing approaches used by different ADRCs to create digital pathology archives.  In the second 
half, we will focus on research design and analysis methods specific to neuropathology data. Topics will include understanding 
potential analytic pitfalls when using NACC neuropathology variables, evaluating novel analytic strategies such as incorporating AI into 
neuropath analysis, and performing automated quantification of white matter and amyloid.  This three-hour, hybrid format workshop will 
blend presentations by topic experts with interactive discussions focused on problem solving and sharing methodologic approaches across 
centers.

Part 1—New Approaches to Archiving Digital Neuropathology

3:00 - 3:15 pm 15 minutes

The Brain Digital Slide Archive (BDSA): A Cross-Core Platform for Archiving, Sharing, and 
Analyzing Digital Brain Autopsy Slides

Margaret E. Flanagan, MD
Arizona ADRC

3:15 - 3:30 pm 15 minutes

Building a Scalable Digital Pathology Infrastructure for Quantitative Cerebrovascular 
Neuropathology at the Rush Alzheimer's Disease Center

Alifiya Kapasi, PhD
Rush University ADRC

3:30 - 3:45 pm 15 minutes

An Open-Source Platform for Digital Histopathology in ADRD Paul Yushkevich, PhD
Penn ADRC

3:45 - 4:15 pm 30 minutes

Breakout Discussions, Part 1: New Approaches to Archiving Digital Neuropathology

Prompt 1: What is the biggest barrier to keeping a digital whole slide image archive running and shared over time? Consider storage cost, 
staffing, quality control, consent and data-use terms, and governance. What shared resource or guidance from NACC or the Cores would help 
most?

Prompt 2: What minimum standards would make one Center's digital slides usable by another? Think about scanning, file formats, stain and 
region labeling, metadata, de-identification, and linkage to NACC data. Which of these does your Center meet today and which would be 
hardest to adopt moving forward?

Prompt 3: Have you heard anything today about the data available via digital pathology that gives you new ideas for analysis? What questions 
could digital pathology data answer that might not be answerable with traditional-format pathology data, due to issues with power, data 
access, or data precision?

4:15 - 4:30 pm 15 minutes

Break
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Sunday, October 25

Neuropathology Core and Data Core Workshop (continued)

Part 2—Analytic Design with Neuropathology: Pitfalls and Breakthroughs

4:30 - 4:45 pm 15 minutes

Designing Informative Studies With Scarce Human Brain Specimens Ana Capuano, PhD
University of Chicago

4:45 - 5:00 pm 15 minutes

NACC Neuropathology Data: A Chamber of Secrets Davis Woodworth, PhD
UC Irvine ADRC

5:00 - 5:15 pm 15 minutes

A Continuous Severity Score for White Matter Injury in Post Mortem Human Tissue Javier Ramos Benitez, PhDc
University of Washington ADRC

5:15 - 5:30 pm 15 minutes

Improving Reliability of AI-Based Amyloid Plaque Classification Across Institutions and 
Histopathology Artifacts

Uma Maheswara Rao Meleti, MS
University of Wisconsin - Madison

5:30 - 6:00 pm 30 minutes

Breakout Discussions, Part 2: Analytic Design with Neuropathology - Pitfalls and Breakthroughs

Prompt 1: Where have NACC neuropathology data most often misled analyses at your Center/in your group? Common examples are data 
form-version changes, missing or "not assessed" codes, ordinal scores treated as continuous, and autopsy selection bias. Which things might 
someone consider including on a checklist before any analysis begins?

Prompt 2: When a continuous or AI-derived measure (for example, white matter pallor or quantitative plaque assessments) disagrees 
with a pathologist's semi-quantitative rating and/or final diagnoses, what evidence would make you trust it? What cross-site, artifact, and 
reproducibility validation should be required before these measures formally become part of shared datasets?
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Monday, October 26

Directors Session, Part 1 8:00 - 9:45 am PT

National Institute on Aging

8:00 - 8:05 am 5 minutes

Introduction Sudha Seshadri, MD
South Texas ADRC

8:05 - 8:25 am 20 minutes

NIA Update Richard Hodes, MD
National Institute on Aging

8:25 - 8:40 am 15 minutes

NIA Division of Neuroscience Update Jennie Larkin, PhD
National Institute on Aging

8:40 - 8:55 am 15 minutes

ADRC Program Update Nina Silverberg, PhD
National Institute on Aging

8:55 - 9:05 am 10 minutes

NIA Q&A

NACC, NCRAD, NIAGADS

9:05 - 9:15 am 10 minutes

NACC Update Kari Stephens, PhD
NACC

9:15 - 9:25 am 10 minutes

NCRAD Update Tatiana Foroud, PhD
NCRAD

9:25 - 9:35 am 10 minutes

NIAGADS Update Li-San Wang, PhD
NIAGADS

9:35 - 9:45 am 10 minutes

NACC, NCRAD, NIAGADS Q&A
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Monday, October 26

Directors Session, Part 2 10:30 am - 12:00 pm PT

Prediction, Preclinical Diagnosis, and Prevention

10:30 - 10:45 am 15 minutes

Treating Alzheimer's Disease a Decade Before Dementia: Shifting the Paradigm in the Clinic Reisa Sperling, MD
ACTC

10:45 - 10:55 am 10 minutes

Lived Experience of DIAN-TU Participant Brian Whitney
Participant

10:55 - 11:10 am 15 minutes

PRISMS: A Clinical Trial Jesse M. Cedarbaum, MD
Yale University

11:10 - 11:20 am 10 minutes

Lived Experience of Research Participation in LBD Prevention Studies Bob Norman
Participant

11:20 - 11:35 am 15 minutes

Preparing for FTLD Prevention Trials Adam Boxer, MD, PhD
University of California, San Francisco

11:35 - 11:45 am 10 minutes

Cure MAPT FTD "Inheriting a Legacy"
Linde Jacobs, RN, 

MAPT Mutation Carrier
Cure MAPT FTD

11:45 am - 12:00 pm 15 minutes

Q&A

Moderator:
Brad Boeve, MD
Mayo Clinic ADRC

Reisa Sperling, MD
ACTC

Brian Whitney
Participant

Jesse M. Cedarbaum, MD
Yale University

Bob Norman
Participant

Adam Boxer, MD, PhD
University of California, San Francisco

Linde Jacobs, RN, 
MAPT Mutation Carrier

Cure MAPT FTD
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Monday, October 26

ORE Core Session 2:00 - 3:30 pm PT

As recruitment becomes increasingly central to the success of ADRC and ACTC research, there is a growing need to treat recruitment as 
a science rather than solely an operational activity. This session will examine evidence-based recruitment and engagement practices, 
strategies for connecting ADRC registries with ACTC trials, participant-centered triaging approaches, and the role of Community Advisory 
Boards (CABs) and Participant Advisory Boards (PABs) in shaping recruitment efforts. Panelists will discuss opportunities to build a stronger 
national recruitment infrastructure through systematic tracking of outreach activities, monitoring of community engagement networks, and 
the use of public health, behavioral, and economic frameworks to improve recruitment efficiency, external validity, and impact.

2:00 - 2:10 pm 10 minutes

NACC Best Practice Guidelines: Community and Participant 
Advisory Boards

Jaime Perales Puchalt, PhD
University of Kansas ADRC

Annalise M. Rahman-Filipiak, PhD
Michigan ADRC

2:10 - 2:15 pm 5 minutes

Steering Committee Membership Changes Jaime Perales Puchalt, PhD
University of Kansas ADRC

Annalise M. Rahman-Filipiak, PhD
Michigan ADRC

2:15 - 2:55 pm 40 minutes

Evidence-based Recruitment Strategies for Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Mireille Jacobson, PhD
University of Southern California

2:55 - 3:25 pm 30 minutes

ACTC & ADRC Panel on Recruitment

Moderator: 
Jaime Perales Puchalt, PhD

University of Kansas ADRC

Crystal M. Glover, PhD
UC Irvine ADRC

Joshua Grill, PhD
UC Irvine ADRC

Moderator:
Annalise M. Rahman-Filipiak, PhD

Michigan ADRC

Mireille Jacobson, PhD
University of Southern California

Elizabeth Rhodus, PhD
University of Kentucky ADRC

3:25 - 3:30 pm 5 minutes

Closing Remarks Raina Croff, PhD
OHSU ADRC

Darby J. Morhardt, PhD
Northwestern University ADRC
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Monday, October 26

Advancing the Network: Opportunities, Science, and 
Collaboration with NACC 4:00 - 5:00 pm PT

4:00 - 4:05 pm 5 minutes

Welcome and Introduction Kari Stephens, PhD
NACC

4:05 - 4:20 pm 15 minutes

Trustworthy AI for ADRD: Challenges and Opportunities Ali Shojaie, PhD
University of Washington ADRC

4:20 - 4:40 pm 10 minutes present, 10 minutes Q&A

Collaborating with the Gateway Exposome Coordinating Center 
(GECC)

Kari Stephens, PhD
NACC

Jinkook Lee, PhD
GECC

Sara Adar, ScD, MHS
GECC

4:40 - 4:55 pm 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

Opportunities through Interoperability with the AD Workbench Matt Clement, PhD
AD Data Initiative

Caitlin McHugh, PhD
AD Data Initiative

4:55 - 5:00 pm 5 minutes

Closing Remarks Kari Stephens, PhD
NACC
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Tuesday, October 27

Neuropathology Core Session 8:00 - 9:30 am PT

Marking four decades of NIA-funded ADRCs, this session celebrates what ADRC Neuropathology Cores have delivered and where the field 
stands today. Anchored by the 2025 Alzheimer's & Dementia celebration paper (Fischer et al.) and the consensus papers that defined the 
modern neuropathology era, this program traces the arc from proteinopathy, selective vulnerability, and stereotypic spread to today's co-
pathology-aware, data-rich neuropathology focus. Three trainee/former trainee talks showcase "where we are now" across 1) computational/
digital neuropathology, 2) neuroinflammation and resilience, and 3) vascular neuropathology operationalized from NACC NP data. A brief 
introduction to PATH-FIND and emerging network initiatives bridges to a closing senior-leader panel on the evolving role of neuropathology 
in AD/ADRD research. Throughout, imaging, digital infrastructure, and biomarkers are framed as tools that extend neuropathology rather 
than separate parallel domains. 

Where are we now?

8:00 - 8:05 am 5 minutes

Celebrating Neuropathology's Contributions to ADRCs: Partners for the Road Ahead Luke Fischer, MD, PhD
UCSF ADRC

8:05 - 8:21 am 11 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

Operationalizing Small Vessel Disease Burden and VCID Likelihodd from NACC 
Neuropathology Data

Angelique Gonzalez
Arizona ADRC

8:21 - 8:37 am 11 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

From REC Scholar to Computational Neuropathology: How ADRC Neuropathology Core 
Resources Shaped a Digital Pathology and AI Research Program

Jeffrey Nirschl, MD, PhD
Wisconsin ADRC

8:37 - 8:53 am 11 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

The Microenvironment Promoting Resilience in Aging, Cognition, and Careers Aivi T. Nguyen, MD
Mayo Clinic ADRC

8:53 - 8:58 am 5 minutes

PATH-FIND and Emerging Neuropathology Initiatives Across the ADRC Network C. Dirk Keene, MD, PhD
UCSD ADRC

8:58 - 9:30 am 32 minutes

Panel Discussion: The Evolving Role of Neuropathology in AD/
ADRD Research

Moderator:
Margaret E. Flanagan, MD

Arizona ADRC

David Irwin, MD
Penn ADRC

Julie Schneider, MD
Rush University ADRC

Brittany Dugger, PhD
UC Davis ADRC

Konstantinos Arfanakis, PhD
Rush University ADRC

Tatiana Foroud, PhD
NCRAD

C. Dirk Keene, MD, PhD
UCSD ADRC
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Tuesday, October 27

Data Core Session 10:15 - 11:45 am PT

Advancing ADRC Data Science: Multimodal AI and Digital Assessment

10:15 - 10:25 am 10 minutes

Introduction Ana Capuano, PhD
University of Chicago

10:25 - 10:40 am 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

Remote vs. In-Person Cognitive Testing: The Impact of Visit Modality on Longitudinal Cognitive 
Outcomes in Older Adults

Sudeshna Das, PhD
Massachusetts ADRC

10:40 - 10:55 am 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

A Multi-Scale, Multi-Omics Explainable AI Framework Linking Deep Polygenic Risk to Gene 
Expression and Neuroimaging Phenotypes for Alzheimer's Disease

Da Ma, PhD
Wake Forest ADRC

10:55 - 11:10 am 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

SPHERE ADRC: An Openly Shareable Synthetic Twin of the Stanford ADRC Cohort with an 
Integrated AI Analysis Agent to Accelerate Alzheimer's Research

Zihuai He, PhD
Stanford ADRC

11:10 - 11:25 am 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

Dissemination of Speech Data: Digital Voice (dVoice) Working Group Progress Report Hiroko Dodge, PhD
Massachusetts ADRC

11:25 - 11:40 am 10 minutes present, 5 minutes Q&A

PHILTER: A Local, Human-in-the-Loop Protected Health Information De-Identification Pipeline 
for UDSv4 Audio Recordings

Shreyas Aswar, MS
UC Davis ADRC

11:40 - 11:45 am 5 minutes

Opportunities for Continued Collaboration and Closing Remarks Ana Capuano, PhD
University of Chicago
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Tuesday, October 27

REC Poster Session 1:15 - 3:00 pm PT

In Person | 1:15 - 3:00 pm 105 minutes

1 Transforming Alzheimer's Disease Prevention Through Prediction of Amyloid Onset 
Timing

Mary Ellen Koran, MD, PhD
Arizona ADRC

2 Subjective Cognitive Complaints and Decline Among Aging Individuals with Prior 
Repetitive Head Impact Exposure

Anna Aaronson, MS, PhD Candidate
Boston University ADRC

3 Mild Behavioral Impairment and Plasma p-tau217 in Older Adults With and Without 
Psychiatric History

Carol Chan, MD
Cleveland ADRC

4 A Systems Approach Uncovers Drivers of the Multifocal Emergence of an Astrocyte 
State Contributing to Cognitive Decline in Alzheimer's Disease

Natacha Comandante-Lou, PhD
Columbia ADRC

5 Intergenerational Dynamics of Stress and Biomarkers: A Biopsychosocial Approach to 
Exploring Links to Alzheimer's Disease and Dementia

Katherine He, BS
Duke/UNC ADRC

6 20Hz Audiovisual Flicker Shifts Microglial Phenotype and Increases Chemokine 
Signaling

Hayden Moore, BS, PhD Candidate
Emory University, Goizueta ADRC

7 Deep Learning-Predicted Regulatory Impact of Rare Variants in Alzheimer's Disease 
Genes: An ADSP Whole-Genome Sequencing Analysis of 24,595 Participants

Taeho Jo, PhD
Indiana University ADRC

8 Accelerating Spatial Profiling of the Brain with Rapid Probe-Exchange Strategies Jiyoun Jeong, PhD
Massachusetts ADRC

9 Elucidating Sporadic Tauopathy Mechanisms Using Patient-iPSC Derived Mini Brain 
Organoids

Kristen Whitney, PhD
Mount Sinai ADRC

10 Impact of Intermittent Hypercapnia on Glymphatic Clearance in Healthy Adults and 
Patients with Alzheimer's Disease

Aysha Chowdhury, BS
New Mexico ADRC

11 "One of Us" Pilot Protocol: A Behavioral Health Intervention for Addressing Loneliness 
in Older Adults with MCI or Mild AD

Kexin Yu, PhD, LMSW
North Texas ADRC

12 A Spatial Proteomic Atlas of the Human Anterior Cingulate Cortex in Physiological 
Cognitive Aging and SuperAging

Alyssa Macomber, MS
Northwestern ADRC

13 Device Impact on Digital Remote Cognitive Assessments in a Simulated Anti-Amyloid 
Trial

Alex Speers, ND, MS, MCR
OHSU ADRC

14 Associations of Neuropathologies with Antemortem Integrity of Structural Brain 
Connections Assessed by Transverse Relaxation Rates (R2) in Older Adults

Mayra L. Estrella, PhD, MPH
Rush University ADRC

15 Nonlinear 24-Hour Vascular Dysregulation in ADRD Jesus Melgarejo, MD, PhD
South Texas ADRC

16 Identify Resilience Mechanisms in Brain Aging and Alzheimer's Disease Andy Tsai, PhD
Stanford ADRC

17 Patients and Care Partners' Experiences and Preferences with Return of Individual AD 
Clinical Research Results: A Mixed-Methods Study

Jeong Eun Kim, PhD
UC Davis ADRC

18 APOE4 Vulnerabilities in iPSC-Derived Cellular Models: Toward Precision Therapeutics Atena Zahedi, PhD
UC Irvine ADRC
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Tuesday, October 27

REC Poster Session (continued)

19 Factors Linked to Time from PET Amyloid+ to Tau+ Onset and Tau+ to Dementia in 
Sporadic Early-Onset Alzheimer's Disease

Margo Heston, PhD
UCSF ADRC

20 A Well-Formulated Ketogenic Diet for Osteoarthritis Pain and Cognitive Impairment Jessica Keller, PhD
University of Kansas ADRC

21 Think Inside the (Operant) Box: Translational Behavioral Assessments Reveal 
Divergent Decision-Making Processes in 5xFAD Mice Relative to Wildtype Littermates

Caleb Bailey, PhD
University of Kentucky ADRC

22 Air Pollution Mixture Exposure and AD/ADRD Neuropathologies in a Community-
Based Cohort

Magali Blanco, PhD
University of Washington ADRC

23 Disrupted Synaptic Vacuolar H+-ATPase Renders Synaptic Vulnerability to Alzheimer's 
Disease

Lan Guo, MD, PhD
Wake Forest University ADRC

24 Vascular Disease Chronicity: A Novel Temporal Framework for Evaluating Associations 
Between Lifestyle Health, Biomarker Trajectories and Cognition

Julie E. Oomens, PhD, MSc
Wisconsin ADRC
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Tuesday, October 27

CLARiTI Session 3:00 - 4:00 pm PT

3:00 - 3:10 pm 10 minutes

CLARiTI Study Updates Sterling Johnson, PhD
Wisconsin ADRC

3:10 - 3:20 pm 10 minutes

Toward a Precision Medicine Framework in ADRD: CLARiTI's New National Proteomics Initiative
Sarah Biber, PhD

Washington University 
School of Medicine

3:20 - 3:35 pm 15 minutes

The Value of CSF in Biomarker Discovery and Validation Nicholas Ashton, PhD
Arizona ADRC

3:35 - 3:45 pm 10 minutes

CSF for CLARiTI: Plans for Collection and Banking Beth Mormino, PhD
Stanford ADRC

3:45 - 3:50 pm 5 minutes

CLARiTI Fellow Announcement Beth Mormino, PhD
Stanford ADRC

3:50 - 4:00 pm 10 minutes

Q&A

Sterling Johnson, PhD
Wisconsin ADRC

Beth Mormino, PhD
Stanford ADRC

Sarah Biber, PhD
Washington University 

School of Medicine

Nicholas Ashton, PhD
Arizona ADRC
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Wednesday, October 28

Virtual REC Poster Session 9:00 - 11:00 am PT

9:00 - 9:05 am 5 minutes

Welcome Tatjana Rundek, MD, PhD
1Florida ADRC

9:05 - 9:20 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

NPTX2-Centered Interaction-State Proteomics in Cerebrospinal Fluid and Plasma Reveals 
Biofluid-Specific Signatures of Alzheimer's Disease

Meifang Xiao, PhD
Johns Hopkins ADRC

9:20 - 9:35 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Dementia Diagnosis and Treatment Among Patients with Limited English Proficiency Jane Njeru, MB, ChB
Mayo Clinic ADRC

9:35 - 9:50 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Improving Women's Health Through Intergenerational Family Connections: A Mixed-Methods 
Study

Lan Ðoàn, PhD, MPH
NYU ADRC

9:50 - 10:05 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Anatomically Informed, Granular Segmentations of the Medial Temporal Lobe Reveal Distinct 
Tau-associated Atrophy Patterns

Amanda Denning, BA
Penn ADRC / Penn Memory Center

10:05 - 10:20 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Self-Monitoring for ARIA Symptoms: Emerging Experiences of Patients Receiving Amyloid-
Targeting Therapies

Cristina DeRosa, PhD
University of Pittsburgh ADRC

10:20 - 10:35 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Alzheimer's Disease and Non-Alzheimer's Disease Pathologies in SuperAgers Leslie S. Gaynor, PhD
Vanderbilt ADRC

10:35 - 10:50 am 8 minutes present, 7 minutes Q&A

Defining the Cell-Autonomous Role of Tau in Human Microglia Abhirami Iyer, PhD
Washington University, Knight ADRC

10:50 - 11:00 am 10 minutes

Q&A


