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Infrastructure

• Location of offices/clinic/lab
– All one campus, different buildings

• Clinical core visits
– All in the community

• Unique Core – Religious Orders Study Core



ROS Core

Religious Orders Study (ROS) Core
• One of only a few studies designed to study risk factors for 

incident AD that requires organ donation
• Focus on disease prevention and biologic pathways linking 

risk factors to clinical disease
• > 1,100 older nuns, priests, and brothers without known 

dementia from across the U.S.
• All agreed to annual cognitive and motor testing
• All agreed to brain donation at the time of death
• > 95% follow-up of survivors
• > 225 persons have developed incident AD
• >  90% autopsy rate with > 400 brain autopsies



Local ROS 
Sites



Religious Orders Study: Participating Sites



Religious Orders Study Sites
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Specimen Distribution
• ROS is a longitudinal study of aging and AD with up to 

15 waves of annual data

• ROS generates biospecimens from comparable 
persons with AD, MCI, and without cognitive impairment 
who underwent detailed evaluation

• The clinical data and specimens are in high demand

• Rush ADCC established an online request program 
– Used by internal and external requestors



Specimen Distribution

http://www.crha.rush.edu/Tools/index.jsp
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Specimen Distribution
• Data and/or specimens have been distributed to numerous 

ADCs as well as other facilities in the US, Canada, and 
Europe including:

– Arizona Alzheimer’s Center
– Boston University
– Columbia University
– Emory University
– Florida Alzheimer’s Center
– Harvard University
– Indiana University School of Medicine
– Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
– Mayo Clinic
– Northwestern University
– Oregon Health Sciences University
– University of California, Davis
– University of California, Irvine
– University of California, San Diego
– University of Kentucky
– University of Michigan
– University of Pennsylvania
– University of Pittsburgh
– University of Washington



Collaboration
• Both Rush and Northwestern have ADCs 

located in the city of Chicago
– About 15 minutes drive apart

• Collaboration
– Path projects

• NACC collaborative project
• Collaborative P01s and R01s
• Provide specimens

– Education projects
• Southside Dementia Consortium (SSDC)
• Caregiver advisory Board (CAB) 
• The task force on AD for the city of Chicago (AD Task force)


