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Letter to Investigator

Dear Principal Investigator,

The following citations in your recent progress report/competing continuation application do not appear to be in compliance with 
the NIH Public Access Policy, and need to be addressed: 

To bring your award into compliance, reply to all on to this email, and provide the PMCID after each paper listed above.  
Please note that the PMCID (the PubMed Central reference number, with a “PMC” prefix) is not the same as the PMID (the 
PubMed number).  

If the paper has been published more than three months ago, only a PMCID can be used as evidence of compliance with the Policy. 
To obtain a PMCID, please review the submission instructions at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process.htm.

If the PMCID is not available for papers in press, or published within the last three months:
When using Submission Method A or B, indicate “PMC Journal - In Process” at the end of the full citation. 
When using Submission Method C or D, provide a valid NIH Manuscript Submission System reference number (NIHMSID) at 

the end of the full citation. 

If the paper does not fall under the Policy, please provide a brief explanation of why the manuscript is not covered by the Policy 
(see To what papers does the NIH Public Access Policy apply?).

Compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy is a legal requirement and a term and condition of all NIH awards.  NIH awardees 
are responsible for ensuring that all steps of the NIHMS submission process are complete within three months of publication, 
and that evidence of compliance is included in all NIH applications, proposals and reports. 

If you have any questions about the Policy, please check the NIH Public Access Website or send a note to PublicAccess@nih.gov.  

Making published research funded by NIH accessible to everyone, including health care providers, patients, educators and scientists,
helps advance science and improve human health.  We all have a role to play in this goal, and we appreciate your efforts to 
make the NIH Public Access Policy successful.
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Reply all

 Program Officer
 Sponsored Research Office
 NIA eRA Notifications 

ageranotifications@mail.nih.gov
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