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Lewy body dementia, 
a major Alzheimer Disease Related 

Dementia



Neuropathology of Lewy body dementia
Evolution of neuropathologic assessment/criteria for Lewy body dementia
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Consortium on Dementia with Lewy Bodies 
(CDLB); Newcastle, UK, 1995

Organized and led by Ian McKeith

Neuropathologists: Bergeron, Dickson, Hansen, Jellinger, Kosaka, Kuzuhara, Lippa, Lowe, Perry 
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Dementia with Lewy bodies –
Early neuropathologic studies (USA)



Neuropathology of Lewy body dementia

 Neuropathologic criteria for Lewy body dementia 
have evolved, but retain basic principles 
 The greater the density and wider distribution of 

Lewy related pathology, the more likely the patient 
had the DLB clinical syndrome. 
 Neuropathologic diagnosis of DLB is a probability

statement that is directly related to the severity of 
Lewy related pathology and inversely related to the 
severity of Alzheimer type pathology. 



Collaborations – Autopsy PD GWAS

Miami, Mayo, Penn, Indiana, 
Columbia, Sun Health, 
Hopkins, Harvard, UCLA, 
Cleveland Clinic, etc.



International DLB Genetics Consortium
 NINDS/NIA – University College London 
 Mayo Clinic
 Johns Hopkins
 Columbia University
 University of Pennsylvania
 Banner Sun Health Research Institute
 University of California San Diego
 Washington University 



Other Consortia 

U01’s 
Univ Washington, Johns 
Hopkins, Harvard, Columbia, 
Univ Michigan, Mayo Clinic, 
Cleveland Clinic, Case Western

U54 (Center Without Walls)
Mayo Clinic, Columbia, 
St Jude’s Hosp, UT Health 
San Antonio, UC London
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