
Managing Field Changes
Sarah Gothard: OHSU ADRC

EDC Workgroup Update – Data Core Workshop – October 18, 2023

2023 Fall ADRC Meeting



EDC: Addressing Staff Burden Questions

Resources to be made available:
• Variable Cross-walk
• Data Dictionaries
• Data Coding Elements
• Complete Premade REDCap Projects 
• Individual REDCap Instruments



EDC: Crosswalk  Example - A1 UDS V.3 to UDS V.4

Change 
Summary Tab 
Content

Summary of Variable Changes
Item Count

Field name the same, but has 
changes 9

New variable names to UDS 4 49

Variable names not in UDS 4 18

Master 
Comparison 
Tab



EDC: Variable Crosswalk 
Column Header Descriptions

Source This column tells the user if the field came from UDS V.4 or UDS V.3

Variable This is the variable name

UDS 4 from UDS 3 Status

This field indicates if the variable is shared between UDS V.3 or UDS 
V.4 (field changed but in both), a Field that is new to UDS V.4 (New to 
UDS4), or a field that was not included in UDS V.4 from UDS V.3 (Not 

in UDS4)
UDS 4 Question The field label from UDS V.4
UDS 3 Question The Field label from UDS V.3

UDS 4 CONFORMITY: What 
values/ranges/characters, etc. are allowed 

for this field?
The field requirements for UDS V.4

Response Labels UDS 4 List of responses for a field and their corresponding raw code values 
for UDS V.4

Response Labels UDS 3 List of responses for a field and their corresponding raw code values 
for UDS V.3

output Indicates that the response raw code values or field type are the 
same (y-same, n = not the same)

Closest UDS3 variable This lists the variable that is most closely mapped to a particular field

Field Transition Management Recommended field management for REDCap project



EDC: Change  Example - A1 UDS V.3 to UDS V.4
Variable is the same but field has changed:

UDS V.3 
‘RESIDEC’

UDS V.4 
‘RESIDEC’
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EDC: Change  Example - A1 UDS V.3 to UDS V.4
Mappable New Fields (UDS V.3 primary race/additional races inform UDS V.4 new race fields)

UDS V.3 A1

UDS V.4 A1



EDC: Change  Example - A1 UDS V.3 to UDS V.4

Unique New Fields
• The A1 has 36 new 

unique variables 
that do not map to 
variables found in 
UDS V.3

• These will be brand 
new fields within 
REDCap or local 
database



EDC: Change  Example - A1 UDS V.3 to UDS V.4

Removed Variable 
Names

• There are 11 variables 
that are no longer on 
the A1

• There are 7 variable 
names no long used but 
can be partially mapped 
to new fields

• These fields will not be 
within REDCap data 
dictionary shared by 
NACC

R
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Contact me at: Sarah Gothard: Gothard@ohsu.edu

Join the Documents and Training

Thank you!
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