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BIOMARKERS BRAIN DONATIONLIVING CELLULAR
PATHOLOGY

The goal of the proposal was to disentangle the complex relationship between dementia syndromes, 
anatomic atrophy, cell death, and a specific form of FTLD, known as FTLD-tau. 



BIOMARKERS BRAIN DONATIONLIVING CELLULAR
PATHOLOGY

Laboratory for “Translational Neuropsychology” 
(NIA/NIH R01AG062566)



• Investigating antemortem and postmortem features of neurodegenerative diseases.
• Facilitation of research skills training including immunohistochemical preparation of 

postmortem brain specimens and interpretation of clinical and pathologic dementia 
diagnoses.

• Ongoing mentorship and professional development 

Vivienne Lubbat – Diversity Supplement Awardee (R01, Gefen)

For more information see: https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/diversity-supplements
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Translational and multidisciplinary directions…

Neurotransmitter-
based therapies

Glial 
modulating 

drugs

Metabolic/neuroprot
ective drugs

Tau 
modulating 

drugs

Amyloid 
modulating 

drugs

Multiple Pathogenic Factors

Plaques and 
tanglesAtrophy

Biochemistry of 
aging Genetics

Lifestyle habits and 
CVD factors

Chronic 
inflammation

Multiple Strategies for Anti-dementia Interventions

What are the substrates that promote 
plasticity/resistance or that reduce vulnerability to 

damage during aging?

Psychosocial 
changes/non-
pharmacologic 

intervention

require translational and multidisciplinary expertise.
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And my students…

Feel free to contact me at Tamar.Gefen@northwestern.edu!



Connect with me!
Tamar Gefen, PhD

tamar.gefen@northwestern.edu
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